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Minutes 
Stephens County Planning Commission 

July 7, 2026  6:00 P.M. 

Stephens County Historic Courthouse 
37 W. Tugalo Street  Toccoa, GA 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Regular Meeting 

Members present:  Staff Present:  
Chairman Scott Stroud   County  Administrator Christian Hamilton 
Vice-Chairman Brett Ivester County Planner Jeanne Pauley  
Commissioner Clay Black 

Members Absent:  
Commissioner Mark Randall 
Commissioner Cody Cobb  

Call to Order and Opening Prayer 
Chairman Stroud called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and opened the meeting in 
prayer. 

Approve Agenda 
Motion to Approve Agenda: Vice-Chairman Ivester 
Second: Commissioner Black 
Discussion: No discussion  
Vote: Unanimous 

Approve Minutes 
June 2, 2026 – Regular Meeting 
Motion to Approve Agenda: Vice-Chairman Ivester 
Second: Commissioner Black 
Discussion: No discussion  
Vote: Unanimous 

Hearing on Rezoning 
1. Rezoning Request: Venson D. Martin, Defoor Rd, Toccoa. Parcel 059 001B.

Proposal: To Rezone 3.33 Acres to Residential Single for Residential Purposes.
Current Zoning: Agricultural Residential
Staff Recommendation:  Approve as requested
Applicant Comment: Venson D. Martin spoke in favor
In Favor: None 
Opposed: None 

2. Rezoning Request: Matthew Mudge & Tara Mudge, 520 North Avenue, Eastanollee. Parcel 043
186.
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Proposal: To Rezone to Agricultural Residential for Agricultural Purposes. 
 Current Zoning: Residential Single 
 Staff Recommendation: Approve as requested 

Applicant Comment: None  
In Favor: None  

 Opposed: None 
 

3. Rezoning Request: Matthew Mudge & Tara Mudge, 1200 Shady Lane, Toccoa. Parcel 043 186P.  
Proposal: To Rezone approximately 30.5 Acres to Agricultural Residential for Property 
Combination.  
Current Zoning: Agricultural Intensive  

 Staff Recommendation: Approve as requested 
Applicant Comment: None  
In Favor: None  

 Opposed: None 
 

4. Rezoning Request: Howington Farms, LLC. Nub Garland Road, Toccoa. Parcel 023 132. 
Proposal: To rezone to Residential Single for Residential Development.  
Current Zoning: Agricultural Residential 

 Staff Recommendation: Approve as requested 
Applicant Comment: Myles Montgomery Spoke in favor 
In Favor: None  

 Opposed: None 
 
New Business 
Hearing on Rezoning, Conditional Uses and Variances 

1. Rezoning Request: Venson D. Martin, Defoor Rd, Toccoa. Parcel 059 001B. 
Proposal: To Rezone 3.33 Acres to Residential Single for Residential Purposes. 

 Current Zoning: Agricultural Residential  
 Staff Recommendation:  Approve as requested 

Motion to Approve: Vice-Chairman Ivester 
Second: Commissioner Black 
Discussion: No discussion  
Vote: Unanimous 

 
2. Rezoning Request: Matthew Mudge & Tara Mudge, 520 North Avenue, Eastanollee. Parcel 043 

186P.  
Proposal: To Rezone to Agricultural Residential for Agricultural Purposes. 

 Current Zoning: Residential Single 
 Staff Recommendation: Approve as requested 

Motion to Approve: Vice-Chairman Ivester 
Second: Commissioner Black 
Discussion: No discussion  
Vote: Unanimous 

 
3. Rezoning Request: Matthew Mudge & Tara Mudge, 1200 Shady Lane, Toccoa. Parcel 043 186P.  Draf
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Proposal: To Rezone approximately 30.5 Acres to Agricultural Residential for Property 
Combination.  
Current Zoning: Agricultural Intensive  
Staff Recommendation: Approve as requested 
Motion to Approve: Vice-Chairman Ivester 
Second: Commissioner Black 
Discussion: No discussion  
Vote: Unanimous 

4. Rezoning Request: Howington Farms, LLC. Nub Garland Road, Toccoa. Parcel 023 132.
Proposal: To rezone to Residential Single for Residential Development.
Current Zoning: Agricultural Residential
Staff Recommendation: Approve as requested
Motion to Deny: Commissioner Black
Second: Motion Failed due to lack of second
Motion to Approve: Vice-Chairman Ivester
Second: Chairman Stroud
Discussion: No discussion
Vote: 2 to 1, Commissioner Black opposed

Adjournment 

Motion to Adjourn at 6:17 p.m.: Commissioner Black 
Second: Vice-Chairman Ivester 
Vote: Unanimous  

Approved this ______ day of _________________, 2026. 

  ____________________________________________ 
Scott Stroud, Chairman 

____________________________________ 
Jeanne Pauley, County Planner Draf
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