Minutes

Stephens County Planning Commission
April 7, 2026 * 6:00 P.M.

Stephens County Historic Courthouse
37 W. Tugalo Street * Toccoa, GA

Regular Meeting
Members present: Staff Present:
Chairman Scott Stroud County Administrator Christian Hamilton
Vice-Chairman Brett lvester Planning Clerk Jeanne Pauley

Commissioner Mark Randal
Commissioner Cody Cobb

Members Absent:
Commissioner Dennis Black

Call to Order and Opening Prayer
Chairman Stroud called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and Commissioner

Cobb opened the meeting in prayer.

Approve Agenda
Motion to Approve Agenda: Commissioner Cobb
Second: Commissioner Randal
Discussion: No discussion
Vote: Unanimous

Approve Minutes
March 3, 2026 — Regular Meeting

Motion to Approve Agenda: Commissioner Cobb
Second: Commissioner Randal

Discussion: No discussion

Vote: Unanimous

Hearing on Rezoning, Conditional Uses and Variances

1. Variance Request Robert Bernstein, 1387 Dortch Road, Toccoa. Parcel 054A 080.
Proposal: Variance to allow for placement of an accessory structure in the front yard
Current Zoning: Agricultural residential
Staff Recommendation: Approve as requested
Applicant Comment: None
In Favor: None
Opposed: None
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2. Variance Request Van Houston, 1165 Anderson Thomas Road, Martin. Parcel 068 106

Proposal: Variance to allow for placement of an accessory structure in the front yard
Current Zoning: Agricultural residential

Staff Recommendation: Approve as requested

Applicant Comment: None

In Favor: None

Opposed: None

3. Variance Request Brandon Martin, 1640 Gumlog road, Martin. Parcel 068 075.

Proposal: Variance to allow for placement of an accessory structure in the front yard
Current Zoning: Residential Single

Staff Recommendation: Approve as requested

Applicant Comment: None

In Favor: None

Opposed: None

4. Variance Request Mark & Nancy Witt, 1272 Lakeside Trail, Martin. Parcel 072F 046

Proposal: Variance to allow for ptacement of an accessory structure in the front yard
Current Zoning: Residential Single

Staff Recommendation: Approve as requested

Applicant Comment: None

In Favor: None

Opposed: None

Conditional Use request Tanta Conspantino, 414 Freeman creek road, Toccoa. Parcel 033 094,

Proposal: to allow the recycling of wooden pallets and the production of lumber products on

property currently zoned Residential Single
Current Zoning: Residential Single

Staff Recommendation: Denial

Applicant Comment: None

in Favor: None

Opposed: None

New Business

1. Variance Request Robert Bernstein, 1387 Dortch Road, Toccoa. Parcel 054A 080,
Proposal: Variance to allow for placement of an accessory structure in the front yard
Current Zoning: Agricultural residential
Staff Recommendation: Approve as requested
Motion to Approve: Commissioner Randal
Second: Vice-Chairman lvester
Discussion: No discussion
Vote: Unanimous

2. Variance Request Van Houston, 1165 Anderson Thomas Road, Martin. Parcel 068 106
Proposal: Variance to allow for placement of an accessory structure in the front yard
Current Zoning: Agricultural residential
Staff Recommendation: Approve as requested
Motion to Approve: Commissioner Randal
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Second; Vice-Chairman tvester
Discussion: No discussion
Vote: Unanimous

3. Varlance Request Brandon Martin, 1640 Gumlog road, Martin. Parcel 068 075.
Proposal: Variance to allow for placement of an accessory structure in the front yard
Current Zoning: Residential Single
Staff Recommendation: Approve as requested
Motion to Approve: Commissioner Randal
Second: Vice-Chairman lvester
Discussion: No discussion
Vote: Unanimous

4. Variance Request Mark & Nancy Witt, 1272 Lakeside Trail, Martin. Parcel 072F 046
Proposal: Variance to allow for placement of an accessory structure in the front yard
Current Zoning: Residential Single
Staff Recommendation: Approve as requested
Motion to Approve: Commissioner Randai
Second: Vice-Chairman |vester
Discussion: No discussion
Vote: Unanimous

5. Conditional Use request Tania Conspantino, 414 Freeman creek road, Toccoa. Parcei 033 094,
Proposal: to allow the recycling of wooden pallets and the production of lumber products on
property currently zoned Residential Single
Current Zoning: Residential Single
Staff Recommendation: Denial
Motion to Approve: Commissioner Randal
Second: Vice-Chairman lvester
Discussion: No discussion
Vote: Unanimous

6. Consideration of a proposed amendment to the Stephens County Land Use Ordinance.
Discussion was held regarding the proposed land use ordinance amendments related to
accessory structure placement and the €I Ordinance to allow data centers as a conditional use.
County Administratar Christian Hamilton noted that, in prior correspondence with
Commissioner Black, a request was made to reduce the proposed maximum accessory structure
height in RS Districts, from 50 feet to 25 feet.

Motion tc recommend Approval of Accessory Structure Ordinance: Vice-Chairman lvester
Second: Commissioner Cobb

Discussion: No discussion

Vote: Unanimous

Motion to recommend Approval of Changes to the Cl Ordinance: Vice-Chairman Ivester
Second: Commissioner Cobb

Discussion: No discussion

Vote: Unanimous
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Adjournment
Motion to Adjourn at 6:42 p.m.: Vice-Chairman lvester

Second: Commissioner Cobb
Vote: Unanimous

Approved this \ ﬁ'hday of > 2026,

Db

A -
Jeanne Fauley, Plahning Cler

Scott Stroud, Chairman
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